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which have been enumerated have ceased to operate.
Our minds are set free, so that we may boldly criticise the
usages around us, knowing them to be but imperfect
essays towards order and happiness, and no divinely or
supernaturally ordained constitution which it would be
impious to change.. We have witnessed improvements in
physical well-being which incline us to expect further
progress and make us keen-sighted to detect the evils and
miseries that remain. The channels of communication
between nations and their governments are free, so that
the thought of the private philanthropist may mould a
whole community. And, finally, we have at our disposal
a vast treasure of science, from which we may discover
what physical well-being is and on what conditions it
depends. In these circumstances the Gospel precepts of
philanthropy become utterly insufficient. It is not now
enough to visit the sick and give alms to the poor. We
may still use the words as a kind of motto, but we must
understand under them a multitude of things which they
do not express. If we would make them express
the whole duty of philanthropy in this age, we must
treat them as preachers sometimes treat the Decalogue,
when they represent it as containing by implication a
whole system of morality. Christ commanded his first
followers to heal the sick and give alms, but he commands
the Christians of this age, if we may use the expression,
to investigate the causes of all physical evil, to master the
science of health, to consider the question of education
with a view to health, the question of labour with a view
to health, the question of trade with a view to health;
and while all these investigations are made, with free
expense of energy and time and means, to work out the